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From the Branch President 

Thank you for the get well card 

which I received a�er the 

branch AGM.   I am feeling 

much be er for your good 

wishes.   

 

Thanks also to Mel and her 

helpers for pu#ng on the BBQ 

on the 22
nd

.  Nice to have an 

alterna've venue for a social 

night.  

 

I am looking forward to our 

first social/info night on 25
th

 

March.  It will be another 

opportunity for members to 

learn what is happening in the 

branch and to share their 

ideas.  So�ly so�ly at first, let’s 

see how it goes and how it 

develops.  Also, we hope we 

have found a suitable 

permanent venue for our social/info nights.  

 

By the 'me this Bushwacker is published we will have started 

organiza'on of the 2020 Golden Dragon Rally.  Everyone is encouraged to 

help out where they can.  There are opportuni'es before the rally and on 

the weekend of the rally.  People can be on the commi ee or just help 

out as they can.  It is a rewarding event to be involved in.  

 

Best Regards  

Michael H 
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COMMITTEE 

President Michael Hennessy 0437 662 799 

Treasurer Bruce Jones 0413 670 125 

Secretary Sue Jones 0418 237 070 

Ride Co-ordinator Ron Jarmyn 0419 323 178 

Welfare Officer Kent Morrow (Whiskers) 0409 012 546 

Subscriptions Officer Sheryl Street 0407 508 010 

Editor Bruce Jones 0413 670 125 

Bushwacker contributions to bjtourer@gmail.com  

RIDES & MEETINGS 

RIDES Monthly ride on 2nd Sunday of the month. Depart Rotary Park, Kangaroo Flat, 

10am sharp with full tanks. 

Casual day ride 3rd Thursday of the month. Depart Rotary Park, Kangaroo Flat 

10am sharp with full tanks. 

Fabio’s short, social rides every Friday far enough to clear the pipes, leaving KFC 

car park, Kangaroo Flat at 1pm.  All riders welcome. 

See ‘rides & events’ for details. 

WEEKLY GET-

TOGETHERS 

Thursdays 10am, Segafredo’s Bakery, 96A High Street, Heathcote.  

Thursdays 1—2.30pm,  Bendigo General Store (Tyson’s Reef) Café, 145 Bridge 

Street, Bendigo 

Saturday 9.30am—12noon, Bendigo General Store, 145 Bridge Street, Bendigo 

MONTHLY SOCIAL 

MEETINGS 

See ‘rides & events’ for details. 

BRANCH’S BUSINESS The Branch’s Commi ee meet regularly to process the Branch’s business.  Input from all 

Branch members is welcome and can be directed to any commi ee member.  Members 

can also see either the President or Secretary if they wish to address the commi ee.  

Elec'ons are held annually, usually in January 
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cvub.org.au  PO Box 736, Bendigo Central VIC 3552 

CVUB sends a regular email and has a Facebook page with up-to-date info on events.   
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Summer Barbie at Lake Weeroona 

Weather was perfect for a barbie at Lake Weeroona on 

Saturday, 22nd February.  Being a Saturday, it was good 

that Mel and Sue got there early as others were looking 

at using the barbie pavilion as well.  The salads, 

desserts, and cold drinks donated to add to the meat 

were top notch.  Thank-you all.   

And thanks to Danny for whipping around with his 

Cannon, err, I mean ‘Canon’ and making these pics 

available for the Bushwacker 

- Editor 
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A lovely cool morning made a change, so cool I even wore my leathers and, for the first 'me in quite a while didn't 

wear my summer gloves.  Down to Kangaroo Flat I went, filled up at the APCO servo which was very busy as usual, 

made worse by old mate in front of me washing every window on his ancient Commodore (pa'ence Reg).  Then it 

was over to Rotary Park where Kylie had already arrived. 

Where to go.  Kylie suggested Dunolly.  It's a long 'me since I've been there, so that sounded okay to me.  Soon Bob 

arrived, then Griffo.  We told them we'd decided on Dunolly, they didn't object, so Dunolly it was.  We had an 

eclec'c group of bikes which I always like to see.  Kylie on her 250 Kawasaki twin.  Griffo on his 1000 Honda Blackbird 

four.  Bob mounted on his 650 BMW Rotax powered single, which made it an Austrian/Bavarian hybrid I guess, and 

me on my faithful 900 Yamaha twin. 

Off we rode with your correspondent in the lead.  Out the Maryborough road we went, then turned onto the 

Tarnagulla road, over the bridge at Laanacoorie where the banks of the Loddon River as usual were replete with Grey 

Nomads, then le� onto the Eddington road  At the next intersec'on we went right, and soon we were pulling up 

outside the bakery in Dunolly, a great bakery it is too.  We availed ourselves of the bill of fare (gratuitous Blues 

Brothers reference) and se led in outside to take in the joys of Dunolly.   The old town does seem to be taking the 

odd step forward too.  The cafe up the road has reopened, and across the road there was a real estate agent 

business which I don't remember being there last 'me I was in town.  The na'ves are s'll friendly as well.  Time 

quickly passed as we put the world to rights over coffee, sausage rolls, pies, s'cky buns and the like.  Kylie was first 

to suggest it was 'me to move on, so move on we did. 

I led our intrepid troop through 

Tarnagulla, Newbridge and Marong 

back to Bendigo.  Griffo turned off, 

while Kylie, Bob and I rode on to 

Tysons Reef Cafe to meet up with 

the Thursday arvo crew there.  So 

ended a pleasant jaunt around 

Central Victoria in what was 

(fortunately) cool weather for the 

'me of year.  No dramas, and I trust 

a good 'me was had by all. 

Reg.   

February’s Mid-Week Ride 
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Riding A Cruiser On Gravel And Roadworks 

The following was written by Mark Hinchliffe and published in ‘motorbikewriter.com’ on 20th January 2020.  It was 

written as a ‘how to’ article for cruiser riders but a lot of what is written looks like good advice for anybody who 

didn’t start their riding life on a trail bike or an aggie, like me.  Enjoy the read.  - Editor 

  

Just because you are riding a cruiser doesn’t mean you have to find a detour when the road turns to gravel or you 

hit some rough roadworks.  We can understand those riders who choose to avoid such situations because they don’t 

want to get their chrome dirty or their paintwork pitted by stone chips. 

However, there is no need to take the long way round just because you are scared of dropping or crashing your 

cruiser in gravel.  There is a special way to ride a cruiser on gravel roads and through roadworks but it basically 

comes down to slow and steady. Don’t be a hero! 

  

Advantages 

In fact, there are even some advantages in riding a cruiser on a dirt road: 

1. The big flywheel keeps the bike stable at a slow pace; 

2. The low centre of gravity; 

3. Wide handlebars to control the front wheel which may be pushed around by stones or a soft surface; 

4. Some cruisers have a big and slim front wheel which cuts through gravel and soft stuff without flicking around; 

5. The effectiveness of the rear brake; and 

6. The low seat height that allows you to reassuringly put a foot on the ground. 

All these will allow you to ride dirt roads and roadworks if you take a slow and steady pace.  Although, competent 

riders can take cruisers at a more brisk pace. 

  

Disadvantages 

We’re not saying cruisers are off-road bikes.  There are several disadvantages of a cruiser on dirt: 

(Continued on page 6) 
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1. The excessive weight may get you bogged in loose stuff; 

2. If you lose your balance, they come down quickly; 

3. They are more difficult to pick up if dropped; and 

4. They don’t have knobby tyres to dig into the surface. 

So how do you overcome these issues? 

The first rule of riding in dirt is to stand up. That allows the bike flop around without alarming you and your weight 

adding to the movement.  It also gives you a better look ahead for obstacles.  However, it is difficult to stand on a 

cruiser, so we suggest just remaining seated.  And don’t bother dropping the tyre pressures unless you are riding in 

sand. You won’t puncture a tyre if you are going slow. 

  

So here are 10 things you can do to ride your cruiser on dirt: 

Breathe. You will get through this, but first you have to breathe deeply, relax your shoulders and handlebar grip, 

and don’t get too stressed. The more relaxed you are, the less likely you will overreact to any bike movements. It’s 

important to let the bike squirrel around a little bit. 

Leave a gap. If you are in a conga line of traffic, don’t tailgate. Leave a fair gap to the motorist in front and if you 

are being followed closely by a vehicle, turn around and ask them to back off while you get through or they could run 

over you if you do drop the bike. 

Be smooth. Accelerate, change gears, brake and steer smoothly. Sharp inputs can have drastic effects. 

Don’t paddle. Keep your feet on the footpegs. This gives you more control. Paddling with your feet will only slow 

you down and may not prevent you from falling, anyhow. However, a low cruiser will still allow you to have the odd 

dab at the ground for added stability. 

Look ahead. Don’t look down or that’s where you will end up. Keep an eye ahead so your bike goes where you are 

looking. It also helps you identify any obstacles such as ruts, mud or deep gravel. 

Accelerate. Ride into the roadworks very slowly so you can gradually increase your speed without having to touch 

your brakes. By applying a bit of throttle through the roadworks, you control the bike though the back wheel and 

keep pressure off the front, preventing it from tucking under. If the road ahead is sand, you may be in a bit of trouble 
(Continued on page 7) 
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Ron Jarmyn was double booked so we swapped months.  This was my first 'me as ride leader and I was 

apprehensive.  But the day went very well.  I highly recommend we all lead rides. 

Ron and I did the recce and decided to introduce a map for the tail gunner.  The idea was appreciated. 

We had 10 riders with Barb driving behind in the conver'ble, with the regula'on pink cap.  Be y and Trevor met us 

for lunch at the Blackwood pub. 

We then went on the Old Calder to Trentham via Malmsbury, Drummond, Lauriston, Spring Hill and Li le Hampton; 

and enjoyed the lush greenness for a change.  Lunch was on the outside deck and very relaxed.   

Rini was complaining that Barb’s bike was too low and scraping.  I think that Rini just likes to corner fast. 

I hope a good 'me was had by all. 

- Bob 

February’s Monthly Ride 

as that requires a light front end and acceleration. But it can be done with some practice and bravery pills! 

Don’t brake. Only if absolutely necessary, should you apply the brake. And then, it should be smooth and mainly 

rear brake. If you have ABS, that’s actually an advantage in dirt when you are sporting road tyres! 

Turn slowly. If the roadworks goes around a corner, you will have to turn, but try to make a big arc through the 

corner by staying in the 

outside wheel track. 

Pick a wheel track. Even if 

you go around a corner and 

need to arc out the angle a 

bit, try not to get out of the 

wheel tracks as these are 

drier and firmer. 

Don’t stop. Most riders 

drop a cruiser when they stop 

in tricky situations. Try to 

keep the bike moving, even if 

very slowly. Rely on that big 

flywheel and maybe slip a 

little clutch to monitor your 

speed. 

  

 

(Continued from page 6) 
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You Want More Rides? 

RIDES & EVENTS  

March 

8th 
Central Vic Monthly Ride.  Ron leading 

Leave Rotary Park, Kangaroo Flat 10am with full tanks 

 

14th 
Ulysses Vic Breakfast Club.  Waak’s Bakery, 56 Main St., Stawell  

– a great opportunity to make a big weekend and join in the Grampians’ Branch Hit and 

Miss Rally 

 

19th 
Central Vic Mid-Week Ride.   

Leave Rotary Park, Kangaroo Flat 10am with full tanks 

 

22nd 
State Meet ‘n’ Greet.  Vaughan Mineral Springs—BBQ lunch 12pm to 1pm.  Cost $5 each 

Leave Rotary Park, Kangaroo Flat 10am with full tanks 

 

25th 
Social/Info Night @ ‘The Borough’.  6.30pm, 2/4 High Street, Eaglehawk 

Call Mel on 0499 766 470 if you’re going,  

April 

12th 
Central Vic Monthly Ride.   

Leave Rotary Park, Kangaroo Flat 10am with full tanks 

 

16th 
Central Vic Mid-Week Ride.   

Leave Rotary Park, Kangaroo Flat 10am with full tanks 

 

28th 
Golden Dragon Rally Planning Mee'ng.  7pm 

Call Mel or Michael for venue 

FOR THE DIARY  

May 

4-10 
Ulysses Na'onal Rally @ Lismore, NSW 

Na'onal rally website h p://agm2020.ulyssesclub.org/ 

Sep 

25-27 
Golden Dragon Rally @ Tarnagulla.  Details to come 

Some members have expressed interest in more rides, especially weekend rides.   WE ARE ALL FOR MORE RIDES! 

The catch of course is that somebody has to plan and organise them and that somebody can be you.  If you do so, 

try to avoid weekends of our monthly rides—we prefer them not to create a conflict for those who would like to 

do BOTH.  Evan’s Mt Buller Ride in April is currently booked out because of limited beds available. 

Other possibili;es are rides TO something of common interest, such as the Broadford Historic Races, Moto GP, or 

any number of rallies around the state or not too far over the border. 

Contact our Ride Coordinator, Ron Jarmyn.  He may have some things you  will benefit from, and  apply his skills to 

help your ride be a success. 

- Editor 
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The Last La-ha-ha-augh! 

Scottish Joks, er; Jokes 

 


