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BUSHWACKER
Oﬃcial newsle er of the Central Victoria Ulysses Branch

Why Be A Ulysses Club Member

The Ulysses Club was formed as a social club for motorcycle enthusiasts 50yo and
older. The age limit was later lowered to 40yo. It ﬁnancially con nues to
func on primarily through new and con nuing members. That is why it is
beneﬁcial for you to either become, or con nue as, a member of the Ulysses Club
for the Club’s sake. But why is it beneﬁcial for YOU?
First, there is the Branch level. How the Ulysses Club works is that there is only
one Club, but it func ons through local Branches such as our Central Vic. Ulysses
Branch. Only current members can be on the Commi-ee and in the event a vote
is needed, only current members can vote. I want to make it clear here though
that ALL are welcome to par cipate in our social gatherings and rides irrespec ve
of whether they are members or not.
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At Branch level, we have our own funds with appropriate repor ng and checks
for a legi mate, non-proﬁt organisa on. We use some of those funds, usually
from proﬁts made from our Golden Dragon Rallies, to allow us to discount some
social ac vi es for members or provide some aspects of the ac vi es without
cost. As membership renewal is $100 for 3 years (there is also an ini al joining
fee), that means the cost to you as an ongoing member is roughly $33 per year.
So if we discounted 2 events in a year by $20 each for example, you have already
got your membership back and then some for that year.
Speaking of the Golden Dragon Rally, we need current and adequate insurance
cover in order to use its venue. We simply request a statement from the Ulysses
Club that covers this need. The cost of such an insurance policy would eat
signiﬁcantly into the proﬁt margin of our Rallies if we had to provide it ourselves.
The Ulysses Club also has several communica on channels that we use to
promote our Rallies, such as the magazine, ‘Riding On’, various emails sent to
members, their website and Facebook page. A lot of those who a-end the
(Continued on page 6)
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RIDES & MEETINGS
RIDES

Monthly ride on 2nd Sunday of the month. Depart Rotary Park, Kangaroo Flat,
10am sharp with full tanks.
Casual day ride 3rd Thursday of the month. Depart Rotary Park, Kangaroo Flat
10am sharp with full tanks.
Fabio’s short, social rides every Friday far enough to clear the pipes, leaving KFC
car park, Kangaroo Flat at 1pm. All riders welcome.

WEEKLY GETTOGETHERS

Thursdays 10am, Segafredo’s Bakery, 96A High Street, Heathcote.
Thursdays 1—2.30pm, Bendigo General Store (Tyson’s Reef) Café, 145 Bridge
Street, Bendigo
Saturday 9.30am—12noon, Bendigo General Store, 145 Bridge Street, Bendigo

MONTHLY SOCIAL
MEETINGS

See ‘rides & events’ for details.

BRANCH’S BUSINESS The Branch’s Commi-ee meet regularly to process the Branch’s business. Input from all
Branch members is welcome and can be directed to any commi-ee member. Members
can also see either the President or Secretary if they wish to address the commi-ee.
Elec ons are held annually, usually in January

cvub.org.au
(currently under re-construc!on)

PO Box 736, Bendigo Central VIC 3552

CVUB sends a regular email and has a Facebook page with up-to-date info on events.
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Out of 2019 on a Roll Bowl
33 Ulyssians, family and friends turned up at the Bendigo Bowls Club on the evening of Saturday, 14th December.
There was the odd bit of Christmasy dressing around for our Christmas Break-up but there was also a lot of Central
Vic Ulysses’ gear proudly leFng the Bendigo and Marong Bowlers know who we are.
It was me for barefoot bowling aGer a few drinks (that might explain why more than a few ended up in the gu-er
or in other people’s lanes) and aGer one of the bowlers introduced us to his sport, it was on for young and old.
There were some good bowls. There were some very ordinary bowls. Then there were some (including a liberal
dose of mine) that showed dis nct lack of exper se. It all added to the fun
A great barbie followed of sausages and rissoles with some pre-y impressive salads accompanying the bread and
meat (vegetarians were catered for), with some very more-ish slices aGerwards. Four of us returned to a bit more
bowling before joining the others who were calling it a night.
I can’t end without saying what a terriﬁc job Mel did
organising the night, how good the donated dishes were,
and how easily volunteers stepped forward to help,
especially with the cooking. Thanks to all for a very
enjoyable night!
- Bruce
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From the Branch President
Report of the Branch President – AGM January 2020
This year has seen a further evolu on of the branch and of the Ulysses Club
generally.
General thanks
I would like to thank the commi-ee for their eﬀorts through the year. The team has
brought about many achievements. Thanks too, to the members who make the
branch a success.
Communica!ons
Foremost is the progress we have made in communica on in the branch. In the past we have had communica on
through word of mouth and the Bushwacker. As well as these media we now have a Facebook page which is quite
ac ve; a broadcast SMS facility and; a bulk e-mail facility through Message Chimp. We are able to keep the branch
informed of events and items of interest. I think our use of these forums needs to be a li-le polished but they are up
and running and in me we will get it oﬀ pat.
The web site is a sta c one but it is up and it refers a reader to the other CVUB media. This can be improved as me
goes by.
GDR
The Golden Dragon Rally con nues to be the main event in our calendar. Thanks goes to Mel and her commi-ee for
organising this. It is a big job. There are many things to remember and to do but the end result is a rally with a great
reputa on throughout the State and beyond.
Other events such as Timbertops, Victorian Breakfast Club and various weekend rides occur throughout the year as
organised by members.
There are our regular monthly second Sunday and third Thursday rides and I hope that, with enhanced publicity,
these will be well a-ended in the future.
Other members conduct regular rides in which Ulysses members are welcome to par cipate.
Venue
With the demise of the Rodders Club rooms, we have been without a regular place to meet. Our social gettogethers have been principally dinners at various hotels etc. I would like to see in the future, a social forum
whereby the members have an opportunity to express their aspira ons for the branch and to hear from the
commi-ee what is going on. Some members miss the general mee ngs which we used to have, where members
had their say and heard ﬁrst hand what was happening in the branch. Such a forum could sa sfy this desire without
being a mee ng in which business of the branch is handled.
Part of the problem has been to ﬁnd a place to have the social / informa on events. There have been a few starters
but they have come to nothing. The venue has to be licensed or able to be so on an occasional basis. The
proprietors have to agree to our use of the venue. It has to be accessible to all members.
Also, the monthly dinners have been very popular and well a-ended. The problem is, if we have social / informa on
nights as well as the dinners, is that too much club social ac vity?
I intend to have this ma-er resolved as a priority for the coming year.
Friends
We are always happy to have at our events non-members such as interested people and the friends and rela ves of
our members. While we hope that some of them may become members, they nevertheless are welcome as our
guests.
We also include and welcome members who, for whatever reason, con nue their associa on with us and their
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interest in motorcycles, aGer they have ceased to ride. They remain valued members of the club and of our branch.
Growth
For the club and the branch to survive, we need to a-ract new members. When people join the club or move to a
new branch, they bring with them something of themselves; something new to enrich us. But the exis ng people
remain with us and con nue their contribu ons. In this way the branch grows as it remains the same but with more.
Change comes when people leave the branch or the club; when people remove that which they contributed to the
group.
Deaths
We have had two members die in the past year; Tony Ellio- and Tony Wilcock. Both will be sadly missed by
members of the branch. Both were long me members of the club. Tony Ellio- had been treasurer and president of
the branch.
Tony Wilcock’s family live overseas, and they were grateful for the assistance which he received from club members
in his ﬁnal years and par cularly just before his death.
Tony Ellio-’s partner Sheryl, remains with us and will con nue as a member of the commi-ee.
We also remember our former member David Engebretson who died during the year. David con nued his contact
with our branch long aGer he joined Whi-lesea branch and he is remembered fondly by members who knew him.
Commi ee
This year, we will not have a webmaster as the new web-site is a sta c one and no ongoing work is required. The
secretary, with the commi-ee’s assistance will a-end to this func on.
The posi on of social organiser and welfare oﬃcer will be combined as in previous mes and Mel will be taking that
over. The outgoing welfare oﬃcer, Kent Morrow has expressed a desire to con nue his visi ng of sick members,
without being on the commi-ee. It is important that all members support each other in this way and it is not always
possible or appropriate for the welfare oﬃcer to personally see to the welfare of members in need.
Otherwise, the commi-ee remains the same as last year.
Conclusion
In conclusion, thank you all for a good year past. I look forward to a successful year. That success depends on the
good will and contribu ons of the members.
- Michael Hennessy

Businesses today need a return on their investments
This is what $100 invested in the Bushwacker will get your business:


A banner like the ones on pages 9 and 11 in a year of Bushwacker monthly newsle-ers, with a hard copy sent
to you automa cally



A banner line in the Central Vic. Ulysses website in an area accessible to the public



Opportunity for an ‘advertorial’ if your business has a new line of stock or service that may interest the riding
or more senior community

So how can this impact your bo-om line?


Repairs, maintenance & improvements in editor’s household alone one year recently averaged 4.5% of
household income/bike (well in excess of $100)



As Ulyssians are 40yo+, you will have plenty of return business if they ﬁnd your service okay

Contact the editor (pg.2) if you want to invest via the Bushwacker
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(Continued from page 1)

Rallies are returns. But we oGen see new a-endees that have noted the event from the Ulysses Club channels and
decided to come. There is no cost to Central Vic. for using these promo onal avenues.
Regarding events, there are a few events regularly run for Ulysses members. The primary event is the annual
Na onal Rally (formerly tled the Na onal AGM). They no longer draw the crowds they did when the Ulysses Club
had higher, and younger, memberships. They s ll have a number of bike-oriented trade stalls. Possibly the biggest
beneﬁt of the Rallies is their loca ons. Last year’s Rally was “just down the road” at Mornington Racecourse while
this year’s Rally will be in the excellent motorbike riding area around Lismore, NSW. 2021’s Rally will be at
Mandurah, WA. These loca ons are deliberately chosen to give a-endees an adventure in travelling there.
An example is we a-ended the AGM at Alice Springs. The Rally itself had few Trade Stalls and fewer bikes for test
rides. But our ride there took us in to territory that I at least had never been to, such as Woomera, Uluru, and
Coober Pedy. We returned down the highway but then diverted to places like Wilpena Pound and the Barossa
Valley. We could have simply gone to where any of the venues are as a holiday. I doubt we would have though, and
the trip was made extra special by the des na on and constant mee ng with other members of the motorcycling
family while geFng to and from there.
There are other events that are regularly accessible for Ulyssians. The Geelong Branch ini ated a state-wide Meet
‘n’ Greet at Mt Franklin several years ago. The loca on has changed to Vaughan Springs and Yarra Ranges Branch
now also run a Meet ‘n’ Greet. There is also a more sombre Meet ‘n’ Greet at Mt Macedon, where Ulyssians who
have ridden on are remembered. The service at the cross on Mt Macedon is followed by a barbie. In more recent
years, an Echuca Branch member ini ated the Victorian Breakfast Club for access by all Ulyssians. Its venue moves
around the State for a monthly breakfast at 9.30am usually on the second Saturday of each month. Its loca ons are
normally in this publica on.
But wait, there’s more! The Ulysses Club provides more formal beneﬁts to its members. A par al refund is available
to members who do an approved First Aid or Advanced Riding course. These can exceed the cost of your
membership while equipping you with great and necessary skills. Discounts have also been organised with various
businesses. For example, it isn’t hard to buy $1,000 of motorcycle gear and a 10% discount refunds $100 of the
purchase price; three years’ membership! The Ulysses Club also has a store of motorcycle wear that works well and
sells at a reasonable price to its members.
I must add that although you are required to have a motorcycle licence or be a pillion with or partner of a Ulyssian,
in order to become a Ulyssian; you can lose your licence or ability to ride (or divorce) and s ll remain a Ulysses Club
member. The friendships you form with the Club remain your friends. Many Ulyssians who have given up two
(Continued on page 8)
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January’s Monthly Ride
Broadford Ride

On the previous Tuesday to the Sunday ride, l did a reccy ride to check out the road conditions. As l
arrived at Redesdale l spied a couple of our members coming out of the Redesdale cafe who were doing a
reccy ride too. So we joined up and continued on making it a good day so thanks, Bob and Ron.
I led this ride last year with a couple of changes and bearing in mind Sunday could be warm. But the
weather turned out good with 15 bikes and 2 pillions great turn people AND good to see Whiskers back on
the bike too. So, the ride headed off up through Diamond Hill rd and making our way onto the Sutton
Grange rd and across to Redesdale for a cuppa and a chat. We then made our way out towards Kyneton
taking the Watchbox rd across to the Burke and Wills track. On this section unfortunately we had a
member come down and with the quick thinking of our members, Betty was comforted and protected as it
was a dangerous area for passing traffic.
I as ride leader on the day, would like to thank those members for their quick thinking and comforting Betty
at that time of need and to the members who stayed behind to help load Betty’s bike. The police ambos
and CFA turned up quickly and Betty was air lifted to Melbourne. We do live in a great country and we
have excellent services.
The ride continued on to Broadford for lunch at the Broadford hotel and after a long lunch we rode back to
Pyalong, Heathcote and home after a beer at Braidies. As l was writing this report a club email came
through (thanks Mike) informing everyone that Betty has had an operation on her hand and is doing well.
We are all thinking of you Betty and hope you have a speedy recovery.
Regards Robert Walder 11192

LAST RIDE ON MY HARLEY
While riding my Harley, I swerved to avoid hitting a deer, lost control and landed in a ditch, severely
banging my head.
Dazed and confused I crawled out of the ditch to the edge of the road when a shiny new convertible
pulled up with a very beautiful woman who asked, "Are you okay?
As I looked up, I noticed she was wearing a low cut blouse with cleavage to die for...
"I'm okay I think," I replied as I pulled myself up to the side of the car to get a closer look.
She said, “Get in and I’ll take you home so I can clean and bandage that nasty scrape on your head.”
"That's nice of you," I answered, "but I don't think my wife will like me doing that!"
"Oh, come now, I’m a nurse," she insisted. "I need to see if you have any more scrapes and then treat
them properly.
Well, she was really pretty and very persuasive. Being sort of shaken and weak, I agreed, but
repeated, "I'm sure my wife won't like this."
We arrived at her place which was just few miles
away and, after a couple of cold beers and the
bandaging, I thanked her and said, "I feel a lot
better but I know my wife is going to be really
upset so I'd better go now."
"Don't be silly!" she said with a smile. "Stay for a
while. She won't know anything. By the way,
where is she?"
"Still in the ditch with the Harley, I guess.
(Thanks Razzle)
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January’s Mid-Week Ride
There were four brave Ulyssians on Januarys’ Mid-week Ride to Guildford; Robbie Walder, Michael Hennessy, Alan
Griﬃn and myself, Kylie. I say brave because it was only the day before on the Wednesday when Bendigo
experienced massive storms, ﬂash ﬂooding and black outs. Luckily Thursdays’ weather was on our side. Humid, but
with a nice breeze and overcast with patches of sun. Typical Melbourne weather actually, perfect for riding.
Thank you to Robbie for leading our ride, having led the previous Sunday ride as well. We got split up straight away
trying to exit Rotary Park, naviga ng the traﬃc to turn right onto High St but everyone caught up by the me we
passed Lansell Plaza. It was then open thro-le down the highway to Castlemaine, where we skirted the town and
rode through to Guildford. AGer the morning tea stop at the Guildford General Store, it was back home via
Newstead and Maldon, which soon aGer Alan veered oﬀ, except none of us knew that. Once we determined he had
veered oﬀ and not fallen oﬀ, Robbie, Michael and myself con nued on. Michael and I rode on to Tysons Reef Café to
catch up with 10 or so other Ulyssians, including my daughter and Tony Wilcocks’ daughter Mel, visi ng from
America to dy up some loose ends.

(Continued from page 6)

wheels now own
SUV’s and guess
what; there is a
Ulysses RV Club!
RV’s are increasingly
making their
presence felt at
Na onal Rallies, and
Golden Dragon
Rallies for that
ma-er. I’ve oGen
thought a Ulyssian
Aged Care facility is an obvious extension (none exist at this point)!
I want to ﬁnish with a tangible beneﬁt that you won’t ﬁnd in brochures. We moved from Melbourne to Bendigo and
were able to con nue with the Ulysses Club by engaging with the Central Vic. Branch. We were visi ng family living
in Hervey Bay and aGer geFng their website address through the Ulysses Na onal website, were able to join the
Fraser Coast Branch for their local rides and ac vi es while there. We were at a fuel stop break at Biloela Qld, when
an elderly gent with a walking frame started chaFng to Sue. He had ridden about 500,000kms over the years but
was no longer able to ride. He gave us an open invita on to come to his home on Bribie Island to stay at no cost
whenever we were through (no, you can’t have his card). Ulyssians are everywhere!
For some, it gets a bit more serious. I know of members who either had a breakdown or an accident well away from
their homes. I like to think ANY motorcyclist would have come to their aid. But because they were members of the
Ulysses Club, they could contact the local Branch and were rendered assistance
including accommoda on while one was in hospital and interstate transport for the
damaged vehicle back to their residence for another. Branches aren’t required to
assist others this way; but we do.
The Ulysses Club is a good club to be a member of.
- Bruce Jones
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Secretary’s Report
This past year has been a very successful one for the
Branch. The move to Tysons Reef Café for our Saturday get
togethers has been a great one and we’ve seen a-endances
regularly around 20 and on occasion (like last Saturday) 25.
Hayley and Chris are very happy to have us there and they
look aGer us very well.
It’s very pleasing to see the welcoming inclusiveness of the
whole group. You see it on Saturday mornings when
everyone is quick to widen the circle of chairs for those
arriving to include them; on rides when new and new-ish
members are welcomed and included; and at dinners and
social events when new people are again included and
welcomed. I believe this is indica ve of our general group
health.
It’s also pleasing that we’ve seen quite a number of new
faces on Saturday mornings, on rides and at monthly
socials. On one par cular ride I went on this year there
were 12 bikes and 6 of those were new faces to me.
I’ve missed quite a few rides myself this year, however the
last one I went on had 15 bikes.
As Mike has said, we’ve brought in a couple of new ways to
communicate what is happening to everyone – emails
through Mail Chimp and SMS through SMS Broadcast – and of course we’ve con nued with the Branch Facebook
page. Please, if you feel you’re not hearing about what’s going on, please talk to one of the Commi-ee members so
we can make sure you’re on one of the communica on lists or that there’s not some kind of error in your details.
Problems can usually be sorted very quickly.
I want to thank Mike and all the Commi-ee members. Thanks for all your work on behalf of the members this past
year. You’ve all done a great job and been a pleasure to work with. Thanks too to Mel and the GDR commi-ee for
another excellent Golden Dragon Rally.
I want to congratulate you all (the members) for making this past year a really good one for the Branch. The
Commi-ee can look aGer the business bits n pieces and give direc on but in the end it’s the members turning up,
looking out for each other, welcoming new people, trea ng each other with respect, and generally having a good
me together that has made the Branch such a success this year.
- Sue Jones
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Pics from the AGM (thanks Danny)
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RIDES & EVENTS
Feb

March

8th

Ulysses Vic Breakfast Club. 9.30am @ Granite Café, 72 Ford Street, Beechworth

9th

Central Vic Monthly Ride. Ron leading
Leave Rotary Park, Kangaroo Flat 10am with full tanks

22nd

BBQ @ Lake Weeroona. Cost $5 each. BYO plate, cutlery & drinks.
Call Mel on 0499 766 470 if you’re going, and/or have special dietary requirements

27th

Central Vic Mid-Week Ride.
Leave Rotary Park, Kangaroo Flat 10am with full tanks

8th

Central Vic Monthly Ride. Bob leading
Leave Rotary Park, Kangaroo Flat 10am with full tanks

14th

Ulysses Vic Breakfast Club. 9.30am @ Stawell. Further details to come

19th
22nd

Central Vic Mid-Week Ride.
Leave Rotary Park, Kangaroo Flat 10am with full tanks
State Meet ‘n’ Greet. Vaughan Mineral Springs—BBQ lunch 12pm to 1pm. Cost $5 each
Ride from Central Vic details to come

FOR THE DIARY
May

Sep

4-10
25-27

Ulysses Na onal Rally @ Lismore, NSW
Na onal rally website h-p://agm2020.ulyssesclub.org/
Golden Dragon Rally @ Tarnagulla. Details to be conﬁrmed
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The Last La-ha-ha-augh!
A touch of blarney
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