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First up, I know many of us were delighted to see Danny back again albeit
on a new set of wheels (the new model of the Goldwing?). It’s great to
see that health issues may modify how members engage with others but
doesn’t determine whether we will or not.
Secondly, I’m going to hazard a guess that more than one member wishes
they s(ll had the body they had a signiﬁcant number of years ago. I can
certainly relate to that sen(ment but let’s be honest
—it aint gonna happen.
Many years ago, I came to the conclusion that every stage of life has its
joys, its challenges and; let’s face it, its crap. So what is there to be happy
about with aging (technically we age from the day we’re born but
professionals for pragma(c purposes set aging as 65 years onwards)?
(Continued on page 4)

Nomina*on form
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RIDES & MEETINGS
ALL ACTIVITIES ARE SUBJECT TO SOCIAL DISTANCING RULES AT THE
TIME
Monthly ride on 2nd Sunday of the month. Depart Rotary Park, Kangaroo Flat,
10am sharp with full tanks.

RIDES

Casual day ride 3rd Thursday of the month. Depart Rotary Park, Kangaroo Flat
10am sharp with full tanks.
Fabio’s short, social rides every Friday far enough to clear the pipes, leaving KFC
car park, Kangaroo Flat at 1pm. All riders welcome.
WEEKLY GETTOGETHERS

Thursdays 10am, Segafredo’s Bakery, 96A High Street, Heathcote.
Thursdays 1—2.30pm, Shelter at north end of Lake Weeroona, Napier Street,
Bendigo
Saturday 10.0am—12noon, Shelter at north end of Lake Weeroona, Napier
Street, Bendigo

MONTHLY SOCIAL
MEETINGS

See ‘rides & events’ for details.

BRANCH’S BUSINESS The Branch’s Commi8ee meet regularly to process the Branch’s business. Input from all
Branch members is welcome and can be directed to any commi8ee member. Members
can also see either the President or Secretary if they wish to address the commi8ee.
Elec(ons are held annually, usually in January

cvub.org.au
(currently under re-construc!on)

PO Box 736, Bendigo Central VIC 3552

CVUB sends a regular email and has a Facebook page with up-to-date info on events.
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From the Branch President
Social
Our coﬀee get-togethers at the lake are working out well. Some people think it is
the best, most ideal venue for our Saturday and Thursday events; others look
forward to ge>ng back to a tradi(onal café, motorcycle club experience. These
two views are not compa(ble. In the mean(me, the lake is our best op(on as it
gives us unlimited member a8endance over unlimited (me.
This year, the branch Christmas party will be held at the lake. From 6:00pm on 12th December; RSVP to Mel on 0499
766 470 by 10th December; bring your own plates and cutlery. Also, bring your own chair and the branch will bring
some tables in case we cannot get our usual place. The branch will supply the food. Oh yeah … bring your own
drinks.
Branch AGM
The branch AGM is scheduled for 27th January 2021. We have not ﬁnalized a venue for now because we do not know
what will be available. We want somewhere we can have as many members as want to come. Where the @#*^ will
that be in late January?
Those wishing to hold posi(ons on next year’s commi8ee should have their nomina(on forms in with the secretary
by 30th December 2020. From next year, as well as the normal commi8ee posi(ons, we encourage nomina(ons
from members who would like to be general commi8ee members without porLolio.
Rides
Rides have resumed on the normal schedule. Ride coordinator Ron has suggested we have a December monthly ride
this year on Sunday 13th. At the (me of wri(ng this ar(cle, Ron is s(ll looking for a ride leader. Any takers – contact
Ron.
VBC
Victorian Breakfast Club event is on 12th December – same day as our Christmas party – at Rutherglen. 9:30 start.
Flexibility
It is obvious, but needs to be said, that with all our branch ac(vi(es, we will have to be ﬂexible in the future and able
to change at a moment’s no(ce. COVID 19 has brought uncertainty and your con(nued pa(ence and understanding
is appreciated. I assume the same can be said for NATCOM’s program.
Legal aspects
Some members have been discussing the legal aspects of club rides. There are two broad areas of liability, criminal
law and tort law.
Compliance with criminal law is the responsibility of the individual. It is not a defence to say that the ac(vity of the
group compelled you to break the law. This is the Nuremberg defence and it does not stand up in minor traﬃc
viola(ons any more than in crimes against humanity. For instance, if the group is riding above the speed limit or in
contraven(on of COVID 19 restric(ons, each individual is responsible for their own act.
In tort (principally negligence) all people are responsible for the safety of their neighbour. You must take
reasonable care not to injure your neighbour. This includes not allowing people to par(cipate in rides when they
are incapacitated or if their bike is not ﬁt to ride or if condi(ons are dangerous. In my opinion, this liability falls
principally on the ride leader, ride coordinator, the branch commi8ee generally and vicariously on the Ulysses Club
Inc. Beyond that, it is wrong for anyone to do stuﬀ which endangers others when they can see that it might do so.
That wrong becomes a tort of negligence when it leads to injury.
Another view is that, if we par(cipate in an ac(vity which has inherent dangers, we accept the risk. To be truly safe,
we should stay in bed and do nothing. We do not want that. We want to ride. I’ll see you on the road.
Best Regards, Michael Hennessy
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(Continued from page 1)

The ﬁrst and obvious thing is it beats the alterna(ve, and we’ve all been to the funerals of good mates
who have ridden on. We haven’t.
As one dag said, “I aim to live forever: so far so good.”
Secondly, it’s a (me where we reap the beneﬁts (as well as the consequences of such things as those
aches and pains from earlier accidents, footy injuries and the odd bar ﬁght) from earlier years. Our kids
are adults and for many of us, they’re adult friends. They are having kids and for some, their kids are
having kids; giving us the exalted (tle of Nana, Pop, Great Grandad, or whatever terms your family uses.
That sinkhole commonly known as ‘the mortgage’ has been relegated to history for many. You get the
idea. You count your own blessings and bask in the glory of enjoying what you worked hard for
throughout your life.
Thirdly, and not to be undervalued, we have stored up a life(me of memories. What bikes have you
owned and/or ridden that now cause others to salivate at the mere men(on of? What about the rallies
you have been to and some of the chuckles you get when you think about what so-and-so did? And what
of actually riding the Oxley Hwy, anywhere in Tassie, or across the Nullarbor? I know at work I’ve only
talked about some of the places Sue and I have been and we’ve taken on legend status with many. Others
talk about it. WE’VE DONE IT!
Fourthly, our mates we have shared these experiences
with are here to remember these experiences with us.
Yes, others have ridden on and s(ll others may do so prior
to us. But, we’re s(ll around and have that glint in our
eyes when, like the original Ulysses, an adventure is to be
embarked on or remembered.
I’ve got to add too that if we give them half a chance, some
of those who are new to the Ulysses Club that we meet on
rides and at social gatherings can be mates in later years
with shared stories; if we give them half a chance.
I’ll ﬁnish with something Ray Johnson told me about. Ray’s
family were encouraging him to give up motorbike riding
when he turned 80. He ﬁnally worked out a compromise
where he changed his bike and is now the proud rider of
his BMW C650GT. I have ridden with him a few (mes and
in my opinion Ray, like others with a few years up, is s(ll a
damn good rider.
Ray recently celebrated his 87th birthday!
Age well my fellow Ulyssians and however you do it and on
whatever you do it, grow old disgracefully!
- Bruce
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Have you thought of going ‘hardcopy’?
NOW IS THE TIME TO TAKE ACTION AS
SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE TAKEN NOW
You are welcome to con(nue ge>ng
your Bushwacker online.
You are also welcome to get your
Bushwacker posted to you in hardcopy.
A year’s issues will cost you only $20
including mailing. If that’s what you
want, see or contact our subscrip(ons
oﬃcer (Sheryl Street) and she will
arrange it for you.
- Bruce (editor)

November’s monthly ride
Griﬀo put his hand up to lead our November ride and a great job he did of it. Great weather and a good ride to a top
loca(on.
We had sixteen starters on fourteen bikes I believe, including a few new faces, always great to see. Lincoln was on
his ﬁrst ride with us on his new (to him) Yamaha 1900cc cruiser, he couldn't keep the grin oﬀ his face all day so he's
obviously happy with his choice of bike! It was wonderful to have Be8y riding with us again, same for Tim and Sue.
Great to see all you guys again. Oh, and I should men(on Ray Johnson at 87 years young s(ll ge>ng out and about
with us, s(ll riding as well as ever too.
Away we went up the highway, turned oﬀ to ride through Harcourt, up Golden Point Rd, past Elphinstone, on to
Kyneton and eventually stopped for a break at Carlsruhe servo. A word of advice from Bob, don't use the toilets
there if possible, he said they were as bad as he's ever seen. You've been warned!
Next, via Woodend, Tylden and Trentham we made our way to Blackwood. Ah the serenity! As I've no doubt
men(oned before to anyone who will listen I love this part of the world. Maybe not so much in the middle of
summer when the prospect of bushﬁres would be a concern, but November on a warm sunny day, there's nowhere
be8er.
There were a few other bikes parked outside as always. Lincoln parked next to a 2.3 litre Triumph. And he thought
he had a big bike! We trooped into the pub, were directed to the verandah and kicked back over a few drinks and
good tucker. The Undertaker was already in residence having driven up, riding is s(ll a li8le way oﬀ for him. Heal
well mate. The service was good, the company just ﬁne and (me passed pleasantly, but all good things must come
to an end and eventually Griﬀo decided it was (me to go.
Trentham, Tylden, Kyneton, onto the freeway, then through Su8on Grange we rode to our ﬁnal stop at the
Strathﬁeldsaye pub. Here a few of us enjoyed a relaxing hour or so before depar(ng for home. A top way to ﬁnish a
top day out.
Thanks Griﬀo, you done good.
I heard the old, old men say
"Everything alters, And one by one we drop away".
Let's make the most of the (me we've got le^ while we can. Let's get out there and ride!
Reg.

We’re celebrating Christmas together!
6pm, Saturday, 12th December
Lake Weeroona northern shelter
Napier Street, Bendigo
BYO:

Chairs
Plates, cutlery

RSVP to Mel by

Drinks of your choice

10th December

Sense of fun
Barbie dinner is our Christmas gift to you
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Ph 0499 766 470

Friday ride report

The Friday ride on November 20th coincided with what would have been late Tony Wilcock’s birthday. For
those unaware, the ini(al concept for the
li8le weekly ride was to accommodate
some of our friends who for whatever
reason are/were unable to par(cipate in
a longer distance ride.
11 Biker Buddies le^ KFC Kangaroo Flat
and headed for Newstead via Maldon.
Upon arrival at the Dig cafe Newstead,
lovely meals and liquid refreshments
were enjoyed by all.
As Tony was never one for ceremony, I
simply said a few words and thanked his
friends for joining me on the day.
A few pictures later and we were heading
home, this (me via Muckleford,
Castlemaine and back up the Freeway. I
believe everyone enjoyed the ride and
the a^ernoon.
I emailed some pictures to Tony’s family in USA and we have received their gra(tude for remembering
Tony.

Regards Mark
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Mid-week ride report
The third Thursday of the month means Mid-Week Ride Day. Whoo Hoo! I was looking forward to a short ride, some
good company, good food and drink and of course a good yarn. A lot of goods there!
Quite the collec(on of bikes we had, variety is certainly the spice of life when it comes to motorcycles. A Royal
Enﬁeld 500, Honda Varedero, BMW R100, Kawasaki 250, Yamaha 250, Yamaha TDM900, and our fearless leader
Evan on his 300cc scooter. Mike came down to see us oﬀ, he was s(ll wai(ng to get a new tyre ﬁ8ed to his Triumph.
In deference to the hot weather it was decided a short ride to Guilford was the go. Evan led us out to Lockwood
crossing. It was then le^ down to the Calder interchange, onto the freeway, then we turned oﬀ to ride through
Castlemaine and soon we were at Guilford. As ever the food and drink at the general store didn't disappoint.
As (me passed and the temperature rose some began to think it was (me to leave. Looking at you Evan! So soon,
leave we did. Riders headed in all direc(ons from here. Kylie and I headed back to Castlemaine, then to Harcourt,
down North Harcourt road, through Strathﬁeldsaye and eventually made it to the lake for a cuppa and a yarn with
the Thursday regulars. I suspect Kylie wouldn't have followed me if she had realised I was taking the scenic route,
especially as by now the temperature was climbing well into the 30's.
Another month, another ride. See you all again next soon.
Reg.
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From the Editor/Treasurer
Throughout the pandemic we have been able to keep in touch and
many are merging from their sheds to enjoy each other’s company.
The hope is that will con(nue. At the start of this year, we had a
number of new members and more than a few sniﬃng around the
edges. We now have a number of those regularly joining us at gettogethers and on rides. That brings me to why I’m pu>ng a bit in this
issue.
Our branch ﬁnances come primarily from two sources. The major
source is the Golden Dragon Rally. That didn’t happen this year (nonrally patches coming via Mel). But the Rally didn’t cost us anything
either as the bond we put down for the Tarnagulla reserve is now set
as a bond for the 2021 Golden Dragon Rally. Another source is our sponsors, currently of Midstate Moto
Light Machinery and Ellio8 Bros. We do encourage all our members to, at the very least, check them out;
and if you can buy through them, do so. Sue and I now sport new Nolan helmets with Bluetooth in each,
via Ellio8 Bros.
Are they the ONLY motorbike or seniors oriented businesses in Bendigo though, who might beneﬁt from
being promoted through CVUB via their sponsorship? Naah. I’ll bring hard copies of this issue of
Bushwacker, with the blurb below, for the next few Saturdays when able to do so. If you have a regular
business you use that might beneﬁt, grab a copy and give it to the business owner.
While on hard copies, you can con(nue ge>ng the email version. But many of us like something printed
to read. Check out the blurb on page 4 if you are interested in a hard copy.
—Bruce

Businesses today need a return on their investments
This is what $100 invested in the Bushwacker will get your business:


A banner like the ones on pages 9 and 11 in a year of Bushwacker monthly newsle8ers, with a hard copy sent
to you automa(cally



A banner line in the Central Vic. Ulysses website in an area accessible to the public



Opportunity for an ‘advertorial’ if your business has a new line of stock or service that may interest the riding
or more senior community

So how can this impact your bo8om line?


Repairs, maintenance & improvements in editor’s household alone one year recently averaged 4.5% of
household income/bike (well in excess of $100)



As Ulyssians are 40yo+, you will have plenty of return business if they ﬁnd your service okay

Contact the editor (pg.2) if you want to invest via the Bushwacker
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RIDES & EVENTS
Dec

Jan

12th

Victoria Breakfast Club at Rutherglen.
9.30am at Caﬀeine N Machine, 62-64 Main St., Rutherglen

12th

CVUB Christmas Breakup
6pm at Lake Weeroona. Refer page 5 for details

13th

Central Vic Monthly Ride.
Leave Rotary Park, Kangaroo Flat 10am with full tanks

10th

Central Vic Monthly Ride.
Leave Rotary Park, Kangaroo Flat 10am with full tanks

21st

Central Vic Mid-Week ride
Leave Rotary Park, Kangaroo Flat 10am with full tanks

27th

Central Vic Annual General Mee(ng
Further details to come

FOR THE DIARY
Mar
2021

22-28

Ulysses Na(onal Rally @ Mandurah, WA. Further details at www.ulyssesrally2021.com
- It’s happening un(l we are told it isn’t.
If you’re booking to go though, check the venues’ cancella(on policies!
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The Last La-ha-ha-augh!
Getting older is good for a laugh
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